
Checklist for Obtaining an ESA  
Emotional Support Animals can play an important role in facilitating the 
independence and well-being of some individuals with certain types of disabilities. 
Therefore, in accordance with the Fair Housing Act, the University provides 
reasonable and appropriate accommodations for students with a documented 

disability and need for an emotional support animal in University housing. 
Southern Virginia University recognizes that having an ESA in University Housing can be beneficial for someone with 
a significant mental health disorder, but the practical limitations of our housing arrangements make it necessary to 
carefully consider the impact of the request for an ESA on both the student and the campus community. Requests 
must be submitted by May 15th for Fall Semester, October 15th for Spring Semester, and April 1st for Summer 
Semester. 

Begin at the Office of Housing 

Complete the ESA Application Sheet 

Obtain documentation of your need for an ESA that is dated within the last six months 
and provided by a third party (not from SVU) evaluator (physician, psychiatrist, social worker, or 

other mental health professional) from your home state or the Commonwealth of Virginia. They will 
need to fill out the provider form designated by Southern Virgina University that includes the 
following information: 

  1.The credentials and contact information of the evaluator(s); 
  2. A diagnostic statement identifying the disability; 
  3. A description of the diagnostic methodology used; 
  4. A description of the current functional limitations; 

  5. A description of the expected progression or stability of the disability; 
 6. A description of current and past accommodations, services and/or medications; 

Provide Documentation that the animal is licensed (pursuant to applicable laws) and a 
photograph of the animal. 
  
Provide Documentation from a licensed veterinarian visit (within the last year) that the 
animal is in good health.  This document should include 

  1.License and contact information of the Veterinarian 
  2.  A dated health statement 

 3. A vaccination record  
*Veterinarian health statement must be obtained each year 

Bring completed application and supporting documents to the Housing Office or email 
housing@svu.edu.  

  
*The office will review your application and notify you if your application has been approved. 


