
Healthy Campus Plan: Midterm Report

Dear Campus and Local Community,

As we reach the halfway point of the 2020 Fall Semester, we invite you to review the below 
report detailing the results of our Healthy Campus Plan through Friday, Oct. 16.

confirmed cases of covid-19

• So far this semester, we have had only five confirmed cases of COVID-19 among our 
roughly 1,300-person campus community consisting of students, faculty, and staff.

• Only 2-of-5 confirmed cases were among students; both cases occurred in August prior 
to check in and were reported and isolated before the students arrived on campus.

• 3-of-5 confirmed cases were among staff members; two of these individuals had been 
traveling off campus prior to testing positive and had zero close contacts on campus.

• We have had zero confirmed cases among faculty members.

• We have had zero confirmed cases among students since the start of classes.

• As of today, we have zero active cases on campus and five close contacts in quarantine.

testing & isolating

• Since Aug. 10, 2020, our COVID Resource Center (CRC) has administered 163 tests 
returning the following results: 160 negatives and 3 positives.

• Using CDC-recommended testing equipment, the CRC can generate and deliver 
accurate results within 15-30 minutes after administering a test for COVID-19.

• Out of an abundance of caution, the CRC administers tests to all individuals reporting 
any suspicious symptom(s) that could possibly be linked to COVID-19.

• The CRC has worked to streamline processes and increase efficiency; as a result, they 
have created the bandwidth to test symptomatic employees (in addition to students).

• In addition to responding to individuals who report symptoms linked to COVID-19, the 
CRC also reaches out proactively to individuals who may be at heightened risk.

• If a patient tests positive for COVID-19, they are immediately moved to isolation housing.
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• Due to HIPPA-protected privacy laws, the University may not share any personal 
information about individuals who test positive for COVID-19 and subsequently isolate.

• In summary, the CRC is meeting, and in some cases exceeding, CDC and VDH 
recommendations for testing patients and isolating confirmed cases of COVID-19.

contact tracing & quarantining

• Members of the CRC have received professional training in contact tracing; they begin 
contact tracing for any confirmed cases immediately after a positive test result.

• To determine close contacts, the CRC strictly follows Virginia Department of Health (VDH) 
protocols; when a judgement call must be made, the CRC errs on the side of caution.

• The CRC reaches out directly to any individual determined to be a close contact of a 
confirmed case of COVID-19; any close contact subsequently quarantines for 14 days.

• So far this semester, 15 members of our campus community have been identified as close 
contacts—an average of three per case—and have subsequently quarantined for 14 days.

• Due to HIPPA-protected privacy laws, the University may not share any personal 
information about individuals who test positive for COVID-19 or close contacts.

• In summary, the CRC is meeting, and in some cases exceeding, CDC and VDH 
recommendations for contract tracing and quarantining close contacts of COVID-19.

healthy campus hub & live case dashboard

• For additional information regarding the University’s Healthy Campus Plan in response to 
COVID-19, please refer regularly to our Healthy Campus Hub at svu.edu/healthycampus.

• For accurate information updated immediately for positive cases and daily for close 
contacts, please refer regularly to our live Case Dashboard at svu.edu/dashboard.

staying the course

Thank you all for your commitment to our Healthy Campus Plan and Four Pillars of Personal 
Responsibility. While this may not be the semester that anyone expected, the results we’ve 
achieved together are truly incredible. We appreciate everyone’s hard work and sacrifices. 

Our Healthy Campus Plan works. Now let’s continue to trust the process and stay the course 
so we can finish the semester as one of the happiest, healthiest, and safest places anywhere. 
Please remember, this is for now, not forever. Let’s all love and protect one another.

Sincerely,

The Office of the President 
Southern Virginia University
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